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The author presented on
this page has recently pub-
lished his 30th article in
Angewandte Chemie:
“Towards Oil Independence
Through Renewable Metha-
nol Chemistry”: G. A. Olah,
Angew. Chem. 2013, 125,
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In a spare hOlll’, I ... read outside chemistry.

It 1 coutd be any age I would be ... young again.

My biggest inspiration is ... to do my best.

My favorite time of day is ... early morning.

| admire and get advice from ... my wife.

| advise my students to ... set a goal and work hard for it.

M y favorite name reaction is ... the Friedel-Crafts reaction.

My science “hero” is ... Hans Meerwein.

M y favorite painter is ... Georges Braque.

M y motto is ... if I believe in something I don’t give up easily.

The greatest scientific advance of the last decade was ... proving the existence of the Higgs Boson.
When I was eighteen I wanted to be ... a scientist and teacher.
Looking back over my career, I ... am grateful for the chances I had.
My favorite drink is ... a glass of wine.

My first experiment was ...
basement.

at age 14 creating a loud explosion and much smoke in a friend’s
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How is chemistry research different now than at the
beginning of your career?

Many new computerized methods and technologies

became available allowing significant extension of

experimental and theoretical studies.
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workers to make their results available to others
(also for criticism, comments, and different views).
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